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people want action on an agenda of eco-
nomic growth, energy independence, pa-
tients’ rights, education, faith-based legisla-
tion—all of which are important issues that 
are stuck in Congress. 

I heard hard-working people say they’re 
worried about losing their jobs or seeing 
their hours cut. They know the terrorist 
attacks of September the 11th hurt our 
economy. That’s why in the weeks just after 
the attacks, I proposed help for those who 
need it most, immediate help in the form 
of extended unemployment benefits and 
cash grants for workers who have been laid 
off. I also proposed the most important 
help for American workers, a long-term 
strategy to accelerate economic growth to 
create more opportunities and more jobs. 
It’s now early December. The House acted 
quickly on my proposals to aid the unem-
ployed and create jobs; the Senate has not. 

Americans at the townhall meeting in 
Florida seemed to agree on the importance 
of America becoming less reliant on foreign 
oil. Last spring I sent Congress a com-
prehensive energy plan that encourages 
conservation and greater energy independ-
ence. The House has acted; the Senate has 
not. 

At this season of the year we’re especially 
reminded of the importance of compassion. 
I sent Congress a bill to encourage chari-
table giving and to support the good work 
done by people of faith without entangling 
government and religion. The House has 
acted; the Senate has not. 

I know that the Senate is closely divided 
among Republicans and Democrats, but the 
American people expect the Senate and its 

leaders to find a way to work together and 
bridge their differences. Now is not the 
time for partisan politics; now is the time 
for leadership. It’s time to act. 

Congress has other important business to 
finish before it goes home for the holidays. 
Education is vital to our country’s future. 
We need a new emphasis on reading, high-
er standards, more flexibility, and greater 
local control. Congress has made great 
progress toward the most comprehensive 
education reform in a generation, so no 
child is left behind. But this important edu-
cation reform is stuck in a conference com-
mittee. And the Patients’ Bill of Rights 
passed by both Houses of Congress also 
remains unfinished. These are important 
measures. They have bipartisan support. 
They should be law. I am ready to sign 
them. 

I hope you’ll let Congress hear from you. 
Let them know you want action not just 
on national security or homeland security; 
you want action to protect America’s eco-
nomic security, as well. 

I thank you for listening. And during this 
holiday season, I wish Americans of Jewish 
faith a happy Hanukkah. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 11:03 
a.m. on December 7 in the Cabinet Room 
at the White House for broadcast at 10:06 
a.m. on December 8. The transcript was 
made available by the Office of the Press 
Secretary on December 7 but was embar-
goed for release until the broadcast. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a 
Spanish language transcript of this address.

Remarks on Lighting the Hanukkah Menorah and an Exchange With 
Reporters 
December 10, 2001

The President. Tonight, for the first time 
in American history, a Hanukkah menorah 

will be lit at the White House Residence. 
It’s a symbol that this house may be a 
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temporary home for Laura and me, but 
it’s the people’s house, and it belongs to 
people of all faiths. 

The magnificent menorah before us was 
crafted over a century ago in the city of 
Lvov, which was an important center of 
Jewish life and culture. The Jews of Lvov 
fell victim to the horror of the Nazi Holo-
caust, but their great menorah survived. 
And as God promised Abraham, the people 
of Israel still live. 

This has been a year of much sadness 
in the United States and for our friends 
in Israel. America and Israel have been 
through much together; this year we have 
grieved together. But as we watch the light-
ing of this second candle of Hanukkah, 
we’re reminded of the ancient story of 
Israel’s courage and of the power of faith 
to make the darkness bright. We can see 
the heroic spirit of the Maccabees lives on 
in Israel today, and we trust that a better 
day is coming, when this festival of freedom 
will be celebrated in a world free from 
terror. 

Laura and I wish all the people of Jewish 
faith in America and Israel and around the 
world many joyous Hanukkahs in the years 
ahead. 

And all right, now we call on young Talia 
to help us light the candles. Thank you 
so much for being here. 

[At this point, 8-year-old Talia Lefkowitz, 
daughter of Office of Management and 
Budget General Counsel Jay P. Lefkowitz, 
lit the menorah and sang a Hebrew prayer. 
The President and First Lady Laura Bush 

then presented gifts to the children in at-
tendance.] 

The President. It’s great to see every-
body. Thanks for coming to the White 
House. 

Videotape of Usama bin Laden
Q. Sir, on this occasion of peace and 

celebration, can you tell us how you were 
struck by this bin Laden videotape? 

The President. It just reminded me of 
what a murderer he is and how right and 
just our cause is. 

I couldn’t imagine somebody like Usama 
bin Laden understanding the joy of Hanuk-
kah or the joy of Christmas or celebrating 
peace and hope. This man wants to destroy 
any semblance of civilization for his own 
power and his own good. He’s so evil that 
he’s willing to send young men to commit 
suicide while he hides in caves. 

And while we celebrate peace and light-
ness, I fully understand in order to make 
sure peace and lightness exist in the future, 
we must bring him to justice. And we will. 

But for those who see this tape, they’ll 
realize that not only is he guilty of incred-
ible murder, he has no conscience and no 
soul, that he represents the worst of civili-
zation. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5 p.m. in the 
Bookseller’s Area at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Usama bin Laden, 
leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organization. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of these 
remarks.

Remarks at a September 11 Remembrance Ceremony 
December 11, 2001

A great writer has said that the struggle 
of humanity against tyranny is the struggle 
of memory against forgetting. When we 

fight terror, we fight tyranny, and so we 
remember. 
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